[Semiquantitative methods of analyzing the changes in the thyroid gland].
Precise quantitative methods may not always be used to solve various morphological problems. In certain instances it is more expedient to apply semiquatitative estimations of histological preparations which give sufficient information on the phenomena under study, requiring the minimum time. Using the study of normal and pathological morphology of the thyroid gland as an example, different variants of the semiquantitative estimates are considered: the estimate of individual features, the estimate of the entire morphological pattern (generalized semiquantitative analysis and differential semiquantitative analysis). The conditions for the application of each method are discussed. The advantages and limitations of the semiquantitative methods are analysed.